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Appendix C: Pictorial Series
On 90 Years of Parish History

1927: ARCHITECT’S RENDERING OF NEW SCHOOL
Rendering of the new school by Messrs.” Maginnis & Walsh, architects.
(Courtesy of the Office of the Archivist, Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn)
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DECEMBER 3, 1936: NEW CHURCH & RECTORY PROPOSED
Having assembled all of the property comprising one square block at the corner of Ascan Ave., Queens Boulevard., Fr. McLanghlin laid ont his
vision and plan to construct a new Church and Rectory at a cost not to exceed §365,000.
(Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Archives)
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October 14, 2007 - Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Pictorial Series on the History of Our Parish

Part 1: 1912 to 1919—The Beginning

November 13, 1912:
Permission given for Sunday Mass in Forest Hills.

Bishop Charles E. McDonnell served as Brooklyn’s second bishop from 1892 to 1921. During
this time, he convoked three diocesan synods, and encouraged the building of Catholic schools.
He also created ethnic parishes to meet the spiritual needs of Catholic immigrants. Following
a census of Catholics in Forest Hills in March 1912, Bishop McDonnell granted permission
for Holy Mass to be celebrated on Sundays.

)

November 24, 1912:

Catholics gather for the first Sunday Mass in Forest Hills.

. With Bishop Charles E. McDonnell’s permission, Mrs. Margaret Dealy offered her home
| (70 Meteor Street, now 108-37 68th Drive) for Sunday Mass until a chapel was built.

May 28, 1916: =
Dedication of the original church '

A
Built at a cost of $3,846, the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs was dedi- - % =
cated by Rev. Chatles E. McDonnell, bishop of Brooklyn. Tragedy struck on =i
April 29, 1929: the chapel burned down completely. ;

September 15, 1917:
First pastor assigned

On Septernber 15, 1917 [Feast Day of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs], Fr.]oseph McLaughlin
was appointed pastor. On September 29, 1917, he wrote a note to Bishop McDonnell
thanking him for the parish assignment. At the time, Fr. McLaughlin was living at
the Forest Hills Inn.

He was to serve as the first pastor of our parish for forty years, and
opened negotiations for the purchase of land for the future development of the
patish. (Fr. McLanghlin’s sketch is shown below, right. Courtesy of the Office of the Archivist, Diocese
of Brooklyn).

He invited the Sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary to open
our school in 1928. A decade later,
he announced plans to build a new
church and rectory before a
gathering of 600 assembled to
celebrate his 60" birthday and pay
tribute to his 35 years in the
priesthood.
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October 21, 2007 - Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Pictorial Series on the History of Our Parish

Part 2: 1928 to 1929—The Birth of Our School

September 8, 1928:
Getting ready for Opening Day

School construction commenced in January 1928 and continued at rapid pace
for eight months. Fr. McLaughlin signed the school contract with the Sisters
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on September 1, 1928. On September 8,
1928, just before opening day, the desks for five classrooms were installed.

September 9, 1928:
Sisters open Our Lady Queen of Martyrs School

Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary had been invited on July 3, 1928 by the Diocese
of Brooklyn to staff our school. They left Scranton, Pennsylvania to pioneer the Forest
Hills “frontier” and teach at the newly opened school. Sister Maria Assumpta Clifford
(back row, second from left) was the first principal of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs school.

June 1929:
Our splendid school

Our newly built school, beautifully depicted in this 1929 photograph.

November 28, 1929:
Bishop Molloy blesses our beautiful school

Thomas E. Molloy served as Brooklyn’s third bishop from 1922 to 1956. During this time,
he founded ninety parishes and one hundred schools, including Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
Elementary School, which he blessed on November 28, 1929. As the chief shepherd of the
largest diocese in the United States (numbering more than 1.4 million Catholics and including
Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island), he received the title “Archbishop” from Pope Pius XII
in 1951.
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1929 (until 1939):
School Hall used as Church

Our school hall was set up to seat more than five hundred
parishioners and serve as church until our present church was built.
The main altar was set up on the auditorium stage. In 1984, the
school hall was renovated and named McLaughlin Hall in honor of
our first pastor.
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